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1 the © cure, this 8 © origin, SY 
cs and the hiſtory of diſeaſes. IB be” 15 
To inſtruments of medicine, indeed, 
| will ever multiply, and voluminous —=_ 
tracts be produced, in proportion . 
the want of perſpicuity and genuine 55 
1 information. 1 1 


Me are 8 890 ber 0b age. 3 

15 3 to the profeſſion of medicine 

T2. alone; - ſubjects, which, from their ; 

very nature, are inevitably involved _ 

in doubtfulneſs and obſcurity, or - 

4 upon which little or nothing can 

with certainty be advanced, are thoſe 

| that have ever been productive of 

the greateſt controverſies, and the 

1 moſt laborious efforts; and upon 
Which mankind are ever e 8 

9 W rite > and lay the n moſt. . 


+24 = 5 1 . . ; : 8 = + 3 
. 0 0 * * > * & x : > > | " 8 £ n 9 
vn HE ”- k PCS 1 15 : „ . 4 „ 
: | * * * N „ 1 N i bo 2 \ - 
0 1 a * 2 » , 2 . C . 3 
: > 0 X py 8 I, ? * 2: ; \ > — a £ f 1 * Sy Ok 1 
4 5 - * 5 460 * F 4 FI % 2 
ö 0 ; . „ | Re 
„ 5 r +68 . — 5 . 1 ; i x ps , 4 2 : 
* 1 1 oo ; A 725 0 65. 8 5 vent , 
2 9 5 | F ö 111 7 x : # : i N 
* F 2 : — * : e ye ; s 
4 : *. . p N 0 : Sf , Rag 
* : "+ 5 


3 
* ** 
8 


Poet though the profeſſion of me.. 


dicine may not have monopolized 


all the follies and extravagancies, of 5 i 


which the human ſpecies are on 
tely too ſuſceptible,” it has, 


however, adopted no inconſiderable 7 


portion; and, in every age, has neceſ- 
 farily attracted the ridicule, and the 


keeneſt expreſſions of contempt, 5 
from the briglreſt ornaments of 2 


. nature. Nor 


would the 5 


force of their Hel found ſatire 3 | 


have been i in the leaft diminiſhed, by - 


n more intimate acquaintance wy 5 


the N of it. e 


The improper e K any „ 
 -profeliich's is, however, no argument 


_ againſt the poſſibility of its Hfalutary 
influence; nor ought the miſcon 
10 x of individuals to throw a Rigma 
8 8 the profeſſe ors of a 
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: E by prudent or improper 1 ar 
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2 ical profeſſion are, 
rous—the general propenſity, W, 


ment, it is obviouſly. ſupported. and 5 
3 influenced by external objects, and 
the evils of ſickneſs nat 
5 2 f ** erintzon. 8 


e * 


* Hur. _ powers Ge on. the 5 N 


5 . do, body, when accurately ang 
be lyſed, are ſimple and uniform in | 


their operation; and inſtead of vari- 


_ ety and complexity in the cure and 
© * diſtinQions of diſeaſes, the utmoſt | 
1 ſimplicity will be found to obtain in 
© this, as well as in every other de- 5 
„ e of nature. . 


The ennie; e g 3 A ne- 


however, nume - : 


in the buman e to Wee 
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Voith rapturous extaſy the complex 


perſtitious confidence in th 


N the plair E Ec 0 


I da K rift affect 
tinctions where every thing is 0 


ſcure and uncertain to Enden 50 = 1 


and unintelligible - and to deſert the LID 


beautiful ſimplicity of nature 5 <t] a & # = 


poſed miraculous and ext eating 7 


1 efficacy of part 


cular. medicines— | 


and the little advantages that have 1 85 ; 
4 accrued from the ſplendid produe- - 
1 tions, or laboured efforts of medical 


Writers, would have ſufficiently diſ- a 
fuaded me from engaging in this 


undertaking, had not a ſfolicitude _ 


* mor the general welfare of mankind a 
1 preponderated againſt all other con- 


ſiderations; and the complexity in 


9 5 cines- — Land the univerſal embarraſſ: 1 
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the common method of preſcribing 


5 _—the pernicious | contradictions ſo 


glaring in the exhibition of medi- 


ment f 


| mY 
J n ment 3 che 0 of n m „ 

dicine, ſuthciently bandes me 8 
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But 3 this 1 55 1 | 


3 60 long impeded the advancement 


of medical knowledge are not as yet 
removed; and though medicine may 


not have made an equal progreſs 


5 with other uſeful arts, At. has re — 
_ ceived many recent and valuable he 
improvements. T he powers eſſen- 


Z tial to the exiſtence of animal and 


SF : | vegetable, life, unceaſing in their 


5 bah operation, have been moſt strictly 1 


7 | ſerutinized and attended to. Che 


chan they 


| Swans: A N tad: 
| in their number, and more ſimple 
15 uſed to be, are however 
not leſs. n 0 * he dawn of 
J 


1 materia medica ile! has undergone 1 5 


1 brighter e dra of 
| Tcience—and the lights that che- 


miſtry has afforded, have tended 


greatly to improve this department 
of the profeſſion. Diſeaſes too have 


been more accurately arranged, and 


diſſtinguiſhed from each other; and, 


in the moſt eſſential eic - 
ſhining and ſuperior abilities have © 


ſimplified the ſcience, and reduced 
it to a few general and Tongan 
VO. VVV 


0 The aulit when univerſally | 
h influenced, has been found to form 
a number of diſeaſes, which, though 
they vary as to the parts ae 
1 have the moſt. ftriking reſemblance 


— to each other. Theſe” ee 
1 1 are ſuch as 19 on n 


* Vide + Elemena Medicine, 


(viii ) CE 
ſteength and luxuriance, or on its 
i inſufficient energy and debility. To 
dhe former ſtate belong the few and 
genuine inſlammatory diſeaſes - to 
the latter, the innumerable train of p : 


= : nervous 5 e affections. 5 


8 contagious. e ISDA 5 
Þ bu have been found to aſſume 
5 one or other of theſe appearances, 
the noxious matter which occaſions 
” them, having either a tendency 0 
=” give a temporary degree of .inflam- . 
mation to the conſtitution, Or Dy  ..- 
5 depreſſing it, more immediately bo. 
ſtrike at the vital powers. Although 0 
15 ſuch diſcaſes may require, from their 
Þ acute or chronic nati re, or from 
P the affection of different parts, pecu- = 
lar methods of treatment; yet 


I's general intentions of cure are the 
Et lame, to depreſs or to raiſe the c con- 


1 


7 ſtitution, i in proportion t to its | i . 
gerous luxuriance and increaſe | 
energy, or to the debilitating nature 
of the diſeaſe, The powers pro- 
Auctive of animal and vegetable li . 
| which continually act on the human ; 
body, and the objects of ther materia iT 
: mee ica itſelf, ſeem, iy ve 
an uniform m thod Pray Operation 3 
and a natural, or perhaps na other - 
diſpoſition than that of producing 
either by their direct or indirect in- = 
1 fluence, one or other of theſe aliens 1 
9 t a] l events. W remedies 8 deſi me 
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| Nothing is more 3 in prac- 5 
than ſuch philoſo hical and fun- 
z1ental diſtinctions; aun nothing 5 


| c * 5 5 | 
more true a Wee ente ae = 
| that local inflammations, particularly _ 
| thoſe of the ſtomach, of the inte. 
tines, of the ſpleen, of the kidneys, 
of the bladder of urine, the womb, 
13 and the liver, have been univerſally 5 
ND and generally confounded with fach 
inflammations as thoſe of the lungs, _ 
5 the inflammatory ſore throat, „„ 
acute rheumatiſm, univerſal diſeaſes _ 
dependent on the general ſtate of 
the conſtitution, and increaſed pow- - 
ers of nature. And that the mi. 
0 take, always prejudicial, muſt in 
many inſtances have been productive 
of the moſt ee OE melan- . 
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bs 9 The 6 of the 5 &c. 3 not, | 
: however, always depend on the general. ſtate of the 1 
cTonſtitution. When the inflammation is produced 5 i 
by wounds, eroſion, or compreſſion 25 the gas, — 
| *. e Ld local . LT , : 5 - 1 5 T7 284.79 
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_ Ailesſes of the laſt e leſeription, | 

. —_— the general ſtate of the con- 

1 ſtitution produces an inflammation 

of a part, an attention to that gen- 5 ; 12 
„ ſtate becomes indiſpenſibly 8 
9 ceſſary; and bleeding, evacuations, 
and abſ inence, have been always | 

cConſidered as the principal, if not 

: 2 the c only, remedies. | The other ex- ö 

|  eruciating and dangerous diſeaſes 

are local, and never univerſal affec= . 
i tions. They may happen, as they 

fre ly do, to the moſt declining 


quent 
1 onſtitutions, and p proceed from me- 
chanical action. And though in the = 
ſucceeding Practice, bleeding and | 
a gentle. evacuations, | in ſuch ca — 
1 ha re been recommended, their uſe 
muſt ſtill be underſtood to be gr a, 


* 


nually preſent themſelves, in mints - by 
they may be found highly prejudi- 


reſtricted; for inſtances will conti 


<4 . airs to: pbk or e\ en n if 1 
made uſe of at all. And they ſhouldſ 
er be proportioned to the degree 
of luxuriance of conſtitution and vital 
: power, not f theſe _ 


4 characteriſtic 7 
_ i: diſcaſes, but independently exiſt- 8 8 
0 — 
| | 1 | and 2 tha ation x of the EOS: 


Tie und Wade Atesſes of: debility 1 
* . may alſo be confounded with affec- _ 
it - tions purely { local. Such local affe 8 5 
tions e eaſily « dif ſtinguiſhed by 1 70 
dicious practitioners. Theſe: diftinc= MK 
4 tions, though. eſſe ntial 1 In practice, 7 f : 
are, eee f 85 0 8 th | 


a erve; ;t that Ma bahay regit nw 


2 medicines are indiſpenſibly ne- — 
neceſſary in obſtinate affections, ap- 


parently local, but which neverthe- 


leſs proceed from powers originally 4 


diminiſhing the energy of the hu- 
man fabric. In a word, the danger 
"uw to be. apprehended, and ever 
to be cautiouſſy guarded againſt, - 


16 the fatal error, too general in 


| praflice, of induſtriouſly exhauſting 
a conſtitution,” oppreſſed with the 
accumulated evils of an emaciating = 


- diſeaſe, and already nearly exhauſt- = 


2 An error, indeed, never ſuffi- 


1 to be rep bated, and more 
particularly dangerous and repre- _ 
e in acute © Uehrde re 5 
tions, | oo 


% 3 *: Fg JT 
5 
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The aliens; of flood Rot vari- _—_ 
. parts of the human body, con- 


ſtitute a deſcription of diſeaſes, 


ö Which I have referred to one general 5 
method of cure. The common idea 


that bleedings are often ſalutary, 1 
and that they generally proceed 


; from a full ſtate of the body and 5 


i 0 diſtenſion of the veſſels, or ſuper- „ 
7 abundance of blood, has led practi- Wy 
tioners into the moſt dangerous | 
| Tyſtem of practice. Whether any 
3 ſingle inſtance can be produced of 


ſüuch affections proceeding from ſa- „ 


Si perabundance of blood, 18: much to 
be diſputed; at all events, the S 


0f blood from its ſuperabun- - 


0 


1 05 1 


dance is rare and extraordin =. 


decurrence. And even granting that 
i it ſhould take place, the debilitating 1 
T abe es. proceeding from its loſs, are 


ſio imm diate and og that ne” 


<4” * 
F l 


_ this: indiſpendible* -dut of 5 
the phyſician to check, by ever 
| bracing. means in his power, an 
_ evacuation, the exhauſting effects of ED _ 
which, the vigour of no conſtitution _ 
can ſupport. The effuſions of blood, 
however, from various parts of the _ 
human body, would ſeem invariably. _ ; 
to proceed from a relaxed ſtate 8 
the conſtitution; and are not uu, 
. confounded in praftice. 
with the ſuppoſed diſeaſes of an 
oppoſite deſcription. Hence pro- 
fuſe bleedings, dependent upon de. 
| bility, are continually attempted: to n= 
be cured by other profuſe bleeding 
ent aue IF e 5 


evaenation. ; 2 85 5 „ e 9 „„ 


— 


The ee of water in 
various cavities of the human body, 1 
| conſtitutes SO e — 
„ . e 


diſeaſes *,. on which it is equally 
' neceſſary 5 to rr ake fore general ob⸗ 
ſervations. Theſe fatal and melan- 
chboly diſorders, indeed, too fre- 
- quently defeat every attempt of 


being ſerviceable, at leaſt as often | 


as they proceed from ſchirrous for- 


mations, or Other obſtinate local 7 


affections. When, however, good 1 0 
can be effected, and when the accu- 
mulated water, or the increaſed ex- 
halation and diminiſhed abſorption 4 
[os of the ſerous fluid, depend upon 
Oy the general ſtate of the conſtitution, 
es the abſ{e 


0 bing veſſels will be beſt 

Aiſpoſed to perform their accuſtomed ; 
* hanont,” by giving them the ne- 
ceſſary vigour and exertion, and by 
reiterated at empts to re- eſtabliſſi e 
1 ul COT conſtitution. | Should, 


e 


Ld as: * The various x crop diſeaſes, 


| however, 1 


— 


ewe) every. ;- Jig attempt 3 

to this: purpoſe prove. ineffectual, * Ee 

1 the artificial means of evacuating 7 

the effuſed and accumulated water = 
i ſhould be adopted. OE Is 

5 5 It is, wocerer no mean my in⸗ | 
_ tention to enter minutely into the 
theoretical part of the Yrofeſfion , 

burt to give a juſt influence? 0 a few 

- eſſential truths, founded in-the na- 

ture of things; and to place 1 in their _— 

proper points of view ſome funda- Vs 

mental errors in practice, Which 

have not only been deſtructive of 

" the conſtitutions of mankind, and 

deprived innumerable beings of their 5 

8 exiſtence, but which have too fre- 

quently left the humane practitioner 


og That has been moſt abl nd by the late Dr. Brown. 
85 the eminent Author of the Poms Medicine, now, alas 
no more. Equal in his uſeful reſearches to the Sreateſt 
Character that any age has yet produced, and with talents 
pPlſ the firſt brilliancy, he met rather with the perſecution... 
than the ſupport and applauſe of his contemporaries, I 
world, will, however, profit by the light it in vain endea- 
1 voured to extinguiſh; ; and his works immortaliſ his «A 
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une 45 inconſolable allliciion af - : 
ſeeing his fellow-creatures languiſh ö 

in extreme miſery, without the 
power of relieving their diſtreſſes; 
and have converted his well-mean- 
ig attempts to alleviate the evils 


of fickneſs, into an accumulation of 


-thoſe ad 18 


. 7 Ws 1 objet of this wok: is : 
to eſtabliſh the practice of medicine TT” 
on 2 broad and ſolid baſis, and fo. 
reduce the method of preſcribing 
to greater efficacy and conſiſtency 8 
It is not, however, by the exhibi- 


tion. of medicines alone, that this N 


great purpoſe is to be effected. It 
ſhould be accompanied by the flrict- 5 
eſt attention to aliment, tempera- 
ture, exerciſe, and the paſſions of 


the mind. Powers, indeed, which 
operate in che ſame x manner as me- 


eee but e produce 


5 1 VV e 


8 xi ” 


Wu — ad more 5 bn a 7 
. then, their united influence 


| that can alone be productive of falu- 
W=_S conſequences; ; nor can good be 


effected by the dangerous and too | 
common practice of undoing one 


day the miſchief that has been done : 


the preceding, and the next day f 


again repeating the miſchief; ä 5 


alternately bleeding, bracing, and 


relaxing; or exhibiting cordial ani- 


mating medicines and cathartics 
even in the ſame preſcription. Nei- 


ther can the cure of bleedings be 


effected by other bleedings; 1 


vomitings and profuſe evacuations 
5 diminiſhed by the artificial means 
of. exciting thoſe morbid and debi- „ 2 
| litating affections. Such a practice 5 
may amount to the purpoſe of re- 


tarding the cure; it may amount, i 


as it generally does, to the de- 
1 of the Tous ; but * 


„„ 0 „„ never „ 


1 
[2 1 
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[3 plicated, my hopes of ſucceſs pro- : 
cCeed leſs. from elaborate views of 


"0 and digeſting the little n 
knownz and directing the full e 9 
--eF; the materia medica, and the Ii 
& powers which continually. operate 
on the human body, to the purpoſe ; 
of ſubduing a diſeaſe, and re- eſta- 5 5 
1 bliſhing a declining conſtitution, — = 
Te the. accompliſhment of a great 5 
+ and defired effect. Hence an alpha- : 
1 betical diſpoſition of diſeaſes i is the M 
only one that 1 could adopt, as the 
. ſubject ſeemed to require nothing 9 
5 3 = : 2 2 8 ALY The articles of che materia 5 . 


(=) 


Ts never can produce Aa FROG W | 
| verance in the uſe of powers beſt f 
adapted to accompliſni ſo beneficent 
. ee, as chat of curing: che =_ 
1 ine %%%ͤ;ů k i. 8 


9 5 7 * 


In a 1 10 intricate . com- 


the practice than from 1 5 


„ ae 5 


— conſiſteney 


5 _- 15 


medica, that I Rave made choice 855 5 


are few; they appeared, however, = 


=. ſach as were moſt likely 0 

. prove efficacious. And, in direct- 

e the application of medicines, i 

has at leaſt been at- 
tempted, as well as the utmoſt ſim- | 

palicity in their compoſitions; ; fü 

articles only being combined as cor- 2 1 
; reſpond 1 in their medicinal qualities, 3 

a Nr in che Tome” deten of cure. 5 e 


EN "0 „ cc of + Puy kw | 
indeed, themſelves ſet a recent and 
+ bright example they have reject- . 

5 ed, from their pharmacopœia, nu- 

merous tribes of unmeaning and 

ulfeleſs compoſitions, that received 
te ſanction of a ages leſs enlightened; 8 
and have ſignalized themſelves 'by ' 
0 conduct ſo truly beneficent and 
5 Abrede Fe or e che light = 
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ofed themſelves. to 


I *, 


t at reformation. 2 


lexion, . th e utmoſt atten- 
„den as been paid. Many 


9 


oe 
n Fe nt. ms maturs ly refer 10 
e method of cure. 
artics, « eme 
PY | diſtin arrangements. An 


y are. thus arranged, both for the 
reater convenience of ap | ing $0 


* Wits > + VF 


ics, and laxatives, . 


* 
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# 7 F . 
* I 


them when required, and to avoi 
unneceſſar etition. ; 


0 may Þ DE 


> 
. 


Conciſe) as my. pieſen - pl. 
ew as the medi icir 


8 ire re, yet applications are made u 
of, and medicines recon i " 
the efficacy of which ſome doubt 
reaſonably entertained. But 
though the routine of the profeſ- 
_ Hon, the ſuperſtitious. prejudices 
iy or thoſe clo a ds 
of error, not yet diſhpated, derived | 
larkneſs of former ages, 
and which obſcure the lights of the 
| preſent day, may, in ſome few in- 
- ſtances, have demanded an innocent 5 
| keerifioe e at che e ſhrine on Ho 8 


that predominate, 


from the 


an inc dividual eb 5 


3 


; AO " - ; 
+ 5 
322 


card, or his a 8 


„„ 


4a 0 thoſe 6 in which mer- Hh 
ceury has been recommended, a par- 
ttcular attention becomes indiſpen- 
ſibly requiſite. Though the uſe of 
this active mineral has been unavoid- 5 
_ ably adopted, it muſt never be un- 
derſtood to have been done, but 
| "7 Koo utmoſt caution and reſtric- 
ion. In ſmall doſes, and it is only 
in dall doſes that there exiſts * 
_ poſſibility of 1 its being uſeful ;' it _— i 
operate as à powerful en „ 
in ſome few caſes, be p productive of 
the beſt effects; yet when taken in 
improper. quantities, or too Jong. 
_ perſevered 1 in, it becomes an engine 
of deſtruction to the human i, 
equal in its pernicious effects N 
deadly poiſon, or to the moſt noxi- _ 
ous diſeaſe. 


A 
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We | ** I 


As, however, the eite of 


every medicine, requires: the ſtricteſt - 
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The characteriſtics of this diſeaſe are in- 
Pune, fever: : Together with exquiſite | 
. torment, tumour, and redneſs in the great 
. Their articulations, and the hen. 
ing muſeles, being principally affected. The 
pain is increaſed during the night, and on 
the motion of the body: It ſeldom continues 
ee in the ſame place; but frequently ſhifts / 
from one e Joint „„ 
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and uneaſy upon motion, or change of the 
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The diſeaſe is contagious: . 1 Gſlin- 
; 9 by ſymptoms reſembling inflamma- 


tory fever: Together with a dry hoarſe 


mucus from the noſe: And tears flowing 
from the eyes; which are commonly red and 


inflamed. The eye-lids are alſo frequently 
tumid. ＋ he lungs are ſometimes oppre | 
with pain and difficulty of breathing. And 
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on the fourth day, or ſomething later, n 


5 merous ſmall pimples, ſcarcely riſing re . 
the ſurface of the ſkin, and nearly approach= _ 
5 ing each other, make their appearance. Firſt 
i 1 in the. Tags: which, is a little ſwelled und >: 


inflamed; 
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4 4 and afterwards im the other parts 
of the body. Theſe eruptions gradually | 
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ſcarlet eruption, or an effloreſcence all over 5 
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their appearance, -at length unite: And, in 
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The TRIP TOS is derived from con- 
80 matter. It is diſtinguiſhed by Ton 
ulcers, making their appearance on, or near 
the part that firſt received the infection: Aka 
"vp ſubſequent glandular inflammations and 
ſwellings generally in the groin: By ulcers 5 5 5 
in the eyes and ears, ſubverſive of their fune- 
tions: Often in the throat, and which ex- 
e the palate, deſtroy the bones 
and cartilage of the noſe. Reddiſh or purple. 1 8 5 3 5 8 
coloured ſpots deform the ſkin: As well 8 
eruptions with browniſh ſcabs, that princi- - + ; 
ply infeſt the roots of the hair. Theſe 
k indeed, ſometimes degenerate i into vene- 
real ulcers: Which, when they happen e 
the Palms of the hands, the ſoles of the feet, 
or the region of the anus, aſſume the ap- 1 
pearance of fiſſures that become exquiſitely | 
| prints, and diſcharge a thin and virulent 5 
= matter. An excreſcence” or Fellan 18 in ne „„ 
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' the eee or the large bone of the arm, 
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